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It isnot every junior lieutenant in a wartime army who gets to tell
off aField Mgrshal, even from the opposite side. Y et, by the mere
accident of ¥ime and place, this, or something like it, is what actu-
aly happen@ myself. | once had the opportunity of issuing
orglers to ffle c@ﬁlé'ffder of the Supreme Headquarters of the Ger-
mar} grmed fo_r'b% (thg:_@KW), and the satisfaction of seeing them
carriedigut. Evér: tlifs:'-.qf_:_(iqurse. isstrictly mere boasting and exag-
geration, the ordetswgre not mine, for | wasonly acting asan inter-
preter; and gt theti n%_theylwlé';e__i ssued, the OKW commanded pra-
ctically nothig except i_§$é},_-|{|'qlv_erthel ess, and despite its anticli-
maxes, the tal€is true; dng 1ee, as best | can remember them, are
the details of how' it came'about.
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World War |1 in Northégn Europg:'éiibd}@ May 9th 1945, with the
surrender of the German.army"t@:-Géﬁaéral Montgomery at Lune-
burg, south of Hamburg. I{:also hﬁneg_:_f)"b_e my 23rd birthday.
At the time | was an intelligence off&er Hre staff of the 11th
Armoured Division, which, dfter alengtty andrgrratic journey
across Normandy, Belgium, Hol}and antl the Weltghalian plain,
was then resting outside the old city of LUbe_qR,:'o the Baltic. My
chief preoccupation at that particular mpment was the,gzoblem of
what on earth we were to do with somg:100,008% SQ@'SI'S of war
who had recently surrendered to the Divisitn, and W sitti ng}.jn a
vast encampment off the local Autobahn. \'N.e did Hot waitthem
and nor, it seemed, did anybody else. Amon"gstthem'v;}e:re two ok
three dozen of miscellaneous generals, air marshels, adrijirals, S$‘.i_"._
generals, gauleiters and Nazi officials, together With an immepke” =
troop of German traffic policemen, who, because &f:their daudy
uniforms, were constantly getting arrested and broug'ht_i_n as per-
sons of great, and probably sinister importance. But even generals
were adrug on the market just then. Nobody was interested in sho-



oting or interrogating them, and they tended to get upset about this.
So it was ratlger arelief to hear that the Division was under orders
to movesgorth, and take over the province of Schieswig, on the
D_anish'ﬂong!"ﬁi:'s_/yhich was still unoccupied by alied troops, and
orfe of thé'iew___*é'o'rn"é'rs of Germany where no fighting at all had
occlifged. It s@ned lijgexa pleasant place to be ending the war.
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Before-thg_mov'é‘,ll. 1S Sént for by the divisional commander,
General Rglagrts, an&{iloldt was to accompany him, asan inter-
preter, on a kgther pecy]__!.all-::a_§éiglr_1ment. It appeared that the rem-
nants of the German gdernimént, and the military high command,
were still in existénce at Fensburg, on the Danish border, and alt-
hough nominally uUrder radio ordeLs_:ﬂit:xm SHAEF, were still put-
ting on the airs of sovergignty, f.[gmg s/v@ti kaflags and patrolling
the town with small bodies of dedt &dops. Our business was to
pay acall on Grand Admirg Doenﬁi‘,"Hitt!:_e'r"gdesi gnated (though
reluctant) successor, and Figld M arsha-"Kq_géi-,':'head of the Ober-
kommando der Wehrmacht, arighto maice;{[ clear tathem that in all
local matters they were under orders from us, pepfliog the arrival
of aspecial mission from SHAEF. -, AL

We set off for Flensburg in the general’s gnornmﬁ%ggfé’-ﬁ Merce-

des, accompanied only by a half-troop éf:'?rmouregﬁars er:m A
Squadron, The Inns of Court Regiment, corrf'mf_:\nded Dy L 'Léfl'tenant
Hector Munro. Upon arrival we soon found"our way" -_fhe smalt
naval barracks where the so-called government Hagl establfished its;'.i_"._
elf. Sincewe were not expected, acertain amount of fonfusion,thén ~
ensued, but we were eventually shown into the presgnce of Field
Marshal Keitel, a portly, rather fishy-eyed old gentle'rm_n, whose
resplendent uniform gave him the appearance of having Strayed out

of an operetta. A small cast of senior military and naval officers



was in support, and among them, at least, a further operetta-type
muddl e then 4pk place, due to the fact that General Roberts, wea
ring ordingly batledress, was neither tall enough, nor old enough,
nor ponTpoy qE(i_tugh, tolook likeareal general at all, so that when
| Began tofan &S instructions by saying that “ Der Herr Gene-
ral-Mkgjor befg'h t dasss:, some members of Keitel’s bemedalled
entourage proc 10.]ook wildly in all directions, wondering
where o gqrth the Hg‘?"déheral-M ajor was supposed to be. Keitel
himself, howgever, se:%medt the situation, and was polite, not
to say obseqfeus. He Q@ﬁﬁ@wﬁthout further ado to have thetro-
ops in the barracks aredjisadned, to put an end to the Nazi salu-
ting that was still §oing orfsto strike the various flags that were still
flying, and to evatyigte the neighhosfitng Luftwaffe barracks, in
order to make room T’dg__our 15Q.:-+:6fé'iqtr§{38rigade, which was due
to take over the Flensburg area Qrder¥were given, and within a
few minutes we could see from th&wi nglew/s downcast posse of
Wehrmacht, collecting weapens and ké&zi?’érlg_g"ﬁ'ags - a scene whi-
ch, unbeknownst to us, wassi n'(gjtanedtiﬂ.y bing photographed by
Lieutenant Munro. Forty years [ater, having m brother John
in South America, he recalled having taken 41#8€ smpshots, and
was able, incredibly, to produce them %.the sole vi silt_):@ record, pre-
sumably, of the last hours of the OKW., :f ] "-'-".::.._: __l;'_:l'"

At this point we took leave of the Field I\7I"ér.'§hal, (‘%Iy :tq's';)"llide
unexpectedly in the corridor with Grand Ad'Fn'u;aI Do iz. It was.
explained who we were, and after a brief convergation, thige was a.'i:'._
repetition from him of the assurances of co-operafiqf) already giysn ™ =™
by Keitel. Doenitz wastall and stiff and worried- looking, whith he

had every reason to be, in view of the impossible poél‘ti:p_n he had
just inherited. The only card left in his hand was the radio com-
mand he still exercised over the U-boats that remained at sea; until



they gave up, his little headquarters had a role, of sorts, and this,
one |mag|nfﬁs why SHAEF chose to delay the final shut-down
for someJ;W dhree weeks, and made no move to take anyone
mto cuStbdy away.

t_:' ol
As We left thé:.}oundmg, | studied with interest the typewritten
label sop the offi .&)or.sthat we passed: von Ribbentrop, the For-
eign Mml.ster R& mlnl'Ster Speer, the production chief; Rei-
chminister Funk, the':Iacono viser; Reichsminister Rosenberg,
the Nazi “ phf psopher”..__l;h}hql | held the now somewhat empty
title of MlnlstZar for O&gqpl'ed erritories; the Finance Minister,
Count Schwerin \/'on Krosik; Colonel-General Jodl, Chief of Staff
of the OKW; and oxhers whom | djd_'i'IQt recognise, or no longer
recall. Evidently afalr:.proportx_g:t-)'i h%top brass was here. But
where, | wondered, were'].-hmml"a-.au&ﬁoerlng, and Bormann, the
head of the party organisatipn? Hiti&r2 "angl . @oébbels, we knew, had
perished in Berlin; but nobody had h@ﬂ"éﬁytf{mg of the rest. And
how, in any case, had all theee'peoplefeﬁq_hebl up her
The answers to these questions - _b_y NOW"so fams.lk were not to
be had right away; but on later visits to the bar_l‘R sit’proved pos
sible to chat with those, such as AI'b_e_rI Speer and Vige;Admiral
Strauss (the deputy Chief of Staff), whe-combirgaf: .a_'_%vl I;'Ei"hgness to
talk with aliking for English cigarettes; ah‘d agener |ctur the
reby began to emerge. The original plan, “for afind star';{i:'l'n the
Alpine Redoubt, had been foiled in mid- Apn"l by Ru penetra-.
tions to the south of Berlin. Hitler's subsequent tlecision b remaigsz,
bunkered in the capital had convinced most of hlsjollower_s_-til')at "'-
their beloved Fuhrer was now out of hismind, and th&fithe mdment
had come to head for the exits. It split the hierarchy i'rftq_mutually
competitive factions. It led Goering, the official successor, already
in Bavaria, to mistime his own bid for supremacy, and to get him-



self arrested by the SS. It led Himmler, after much indecision, to
see himself Eﬁ'the potential head of a provisional government, and
to reopertfie furtive peace overtures he had already attempted ear-
liey, thrOUgtE nt Bernadotte of the Swedish Red Cross.
Itted Borh%niﬁfb'&'éy close to Hitler, in Berlin, in the rather-too-
obvigus hope_'.'bf achjgying a direct seizure of power when the
opporteiity arE)?eI'.!'t:'E"e(_:-l_ Speer, not only to countermand Hitler's
scorchedf,egrth policybut Bttualy to tell him about it, and to sche-
me ineffecgyely, in-ﬁe m?al;-ﬂm_'_]e, against the Fuhrer'slife. And it
led Hitler hikself, alre_aqy'a‘.gl'l'qs_ioned by the general’s conspira-
cy of the previdus July, %m,conélude, with somejustice, that he was
surrounded by ré'si:pls anddraitors, and that only the Navy was stil|
to be relied on. Hefce the otherwise _:hiiz_.arre nomination of Doeni-
tz, asailor and no pol'liis_gian, as[§S appointed heir. When the latter
moved north, to the naval.outpds-of ikTénsburg, he found himself
followed, not only by the KW, '%Isq;_;'f"me rump of washed-
up Nazi politicos whom we'had founel:lﬁ'erq__aﬁ who were mostly
quite unwanted by Doenitz hirfigelf. :EE:.l. S

Lo ek
Even less wanted were Himmler gad his stqﬁ',:%c:lhad likewise
fled northward, apparently, but by this {ime had gone jgeo hiding,
and were thought to be plotting a Gerfran resi , b_lg?_:;bvement.
For the following two weeks we were plaglled with rigdours qLsig-
htings by thelocal population, but on referri ﬁg :[hem'lJ‘pWﬂ'ﬂ%'were
told not to bother about the matter. Our naive assuhion, that
Intelligence must know all about Himmler angl:his m ments,'.i_"._
proved to be quite mistaken, however, since he eveftually crosged ™ =
the Elbe, disguised as a private soldier, before revealing his identi-
ty to an incredul ous reception officer and committing Hjicide at a
demobilisation centre in Bremen. The news of this debacle promp-
ted the immediate defection of a horde of disgusted SS men, who



had been lurking in the bushes, waiting to see what their leader
would do. ];he division, | remember, had improvised a small
internmergcamg for minor political arrestees, and the following
morning 'theﬂe._ﬂ( _aregular queue of Waffen SS at the gate, wai-
tirig patiefdy {g:bé i inside.
Thek-colonel ,-_:évery gent old regular soldier, was no more of an
SSmari than | arln 3 Lizgt.act, on entering the camp, wasto throw
all the ry=faced best@o afjents we had collected out of the best
and biggesj-fut, to fi:iaker ___for his own men. He soon had the
whole placérunning I_i.@"& obﬁlvyork, with whitewashed stones
along the pathways, andiztigule parties everywhere. In along con-
versation, he tola"rpe how-iis whole battalion, having fought well
on the Russian frorlt; hiad been converie overnight into an SS unit,
asareward for miIita'ri/:__vaI our. "h'ims%f had spent four yearsin
the east, and knew prac{.ically"n_&athi_@ﬁ' of affairs at home. Like
many another honest and patriotic & zen, d3¥Yyas completely hor-
rified when he found out. Sosmuch forife Iggé'é'dary fanaticism of
the Waffen SS. b :EE:.'_ S
Y
To return to the Flensburg “ government”, our_.'ujslf'f"-ﬂctidns had been
to let them alone, pending the arrivalof the SHAI%F rpission. But
before that happened, there was a furtfer mix-'tlf:,__-%f_s'_b"me kind,
over the accommodation question, whiehnecessitdj#d a sggond
confrontation - thistime, if | remember, bet'w_een BiTgadig¥ Thur-
cher, of 159 Brigade, and Jodl, the Chief of Staf. Thétter, pinks

faced and agile, was very much the brains of the QKW, clear;'.i_'-

ly delighted at having a problem to resolve. The friyial busingsg.6f
arranging to shift a couple of hundred troops out of a:he_lrrackg was
conducted with a tremendous display of maps, movém;a_nt-charts
and time-tables, and all the panoply of a major military bperation,
which perhaps he knew to be hislast. At one point in the proceed-

-
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ings, he broke off to make a short speech, remarking that heand his
staff were weh-aware that this was not 1918, that on this occasion
Germany: ly had been defeated, and that this time around there
would 5 n%tfl".p ery, no saying one thing and doing another. He
resjly meat iﬁ’l‘ beffeve. But behind this show of amenity there
still*Myrked, a§'3n SO ey German minds at the time, a delusive
hope that good p‘?ﬁwﬁ,‘r_and co-operation would soon procure
Anglo-A:r:gerican" orgrveﬁéss - and arapid re-enlistment of their
shattered fQegesi nto;_inew cqmg_ai gn, against the Russians. We had
had a naive tﬂérponstra_ti._@ﬁ'ﬁh ch the same idea that very after-
noon, when, walking tHpQugkkthe streets of Flensburg, our little
party was politely* f_;lccost'eh'lby aragged young L uftwaffe sergeant.
His purpose? To det.information p_l:i:'how to join the RAF! And
why? To fight the Japanese. We_géiﬂd._or%y thank him for the offer,
and advise him to bide his.i me” 1:-:-:. 55:"' .
o i =

About the only member of ’[h(_e Fl ensb;;’::gl': &Qﬁﬁ'who seemed to be
quite free of such illusions Wd@_Speer:.EE:ljﬁ'ihtel ligence and good
judgement had shown him from the start that the pt to postu-

re as a puppet government was dogmed to fa{urs, and that it was
only amatter of time before he and }is col I'eaguI were all put
under arrest. Inthis, of course, he was perfect!y* é(;i}"rhe blow

fell about three weekslater, when, on ordeks from thetgHA ER.mis
sion, divisional troops arrived at the barraék§ abolt 9 gmf"when
German staff officers are still abed, and fetchéd them &tiut in thes

ir nightshirts. All went well, except that one ri-very-| portant'.i_"._
admiral committed suicide, and that a British private soldier, gefa ™
ring the maproom, and seeing a chart still covered with smal Fblue
swastikas, indignantly rubbed them off the talc. Thereby, obliterat-

ing for thetime being, al trace of the U-boats that still rémained at

sea. After being searched, and allowed to dress, the last remnants



of authority in Nazi Germany were then driven off ignominiously
intrucksto Ll:ge:army interrogation centre, on their way to the dock
at Nuremferg. | was not awitness to their departure; but even if |
had beef, | | ca think | would have troubled to wave them good-
byg, T EF
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