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Happy Ne_-\_./;i-:'?'ear Aksdl.
HEY
'.'-_:.*.::' a.-..:_."p_é(.l_f}_olf Bagger.
o
<l

The firg. of the| nﬂiﬁél\:d_;ap_Le rituals of Christmas was when their
daughtét= Agnethe ¥and Son-in-law, Aksel, visited them on
December23 with+he grlall_m.é‘nt]ildren. Naturally everybody had
to behave asit jt was g___@l'eq_ém‘.pri se. So, when they opened the
door and saw Who wasstgntiting outside, he and Agnes appeared
to be seized by tﬁ_e_appré'priate joy and spontaneous confusion
asif on command™-, _ A
R
The grandchildren, Ali'se and"@-l a_!_f:'(?ver_e; appropriately well-
behaved, and if they fourtd it em-'éarrasg_h'q. 0 be immediately
called Grandma's Christmasigirl anef&hriginias boy, once again
they were too well-mannerethto shoWit:"Of cgurse not, they
would never be too big for that,.they p?btest%-@-h.horus as she
.'E'-I-I -

gave them each a big Christmas Fug,

R H
But the visit was never lengthy. That was also‘-bﬁglﬂtﬁhe ritual.
Alex and Agnethe would just deliver th'é:__obligatqt,y Chrjstmas
flower, and were, naturally, completely imimune to/Agpés “ener-

getic attempts to persuade them to have antther Iiti:‘r.e_i_ glass af.

port and the children to have some more sweeta Ch I_._" '-_.___.

- i
- But we'll see each other tomorrow as well said'aggnes,'imith
suitably happy resignation in her voice. Should we sayitwenty to
three outside the church? Or should we say half past two to be
on the safe side?



For a momgitt everybody looked at each other questioningly.
Nothi ng_.u%s'asl_x_i:sky asif they suddenly disagreed on even the
dlighteXthiggs” .
:;__ VTR gt
- It:-I1-._be a sriél'fne fq_rl_-_the children if they can’t see anything,
AgnesgnnounceckXoi.dq remember that time, you know, don't
you? shg ggded:'anc.gb'b ed lovingly at the children.
" i, wi
Yes, they d r-_fqnaﬂ'bg_gﬁlﬁu%.;oo clearly that year when they
were |ate and had just-pgen-able to squash themselves into the
back of the church. Agnesrand Agnethe had sat on a bench right
next to the organ'yvjth the childrepgn their knees and from
where they could onlyi,see the bgidks pf fose who were standing
near to them, whilst Algx and"Rimgsef had to be satisfied with
standing room. Little Allga had sbon hecote fretful and noisy
s0 Alex had had to lift himp and it 6h his shoulders so
that he could see alittle bit & what 3as happgning. But that
hadn"t settled the boy down, on'the conttary. II:::(Ihe middle of
it all Alex had had to take him oitside and gay"'t erguntil it was
finished. Every year they talked abopit, that experi engex,
o ey

They all agreed that it wasimportant thetthe chi I-E]t.& could see
properly, but on the other hand twenty to Earee nidist tge;'é']'rlght;
it had been for the last couple of years, so it was Ieft'%:that. Y
They all got seats, but it was difficult because e charcl_m,w.b's'.!' o
nearly full already. For amoment it seemed as if*panic would
break out because Agnes and Agnethe had to sit 61G\:_@ row by



themselves with the children between them, whilst Alex and he
got places q_ra-me opposite side of the aisle and a couple of rows
further

R
=.-‘:'i.

Frbm ther@he’b'bi]t'd"freely observe how Agneswas all over the
chll'd{_en Wlth'smlles-apd signals and small nods which didn’t
seem g, have an ﬁﬂjer_ eaning or intention that to keep their
attentlohned an Lolgnd to"her person. Hewasfilled with amix-
ture of admx_ratlon 51;1d di -dﬁ]_fort at seeing how they made an
effort to livégip therol eg;?hér-,?ol ite and hopeful grandchildren
the whole timé. . W
-'. - -.I
Maybeltwasthlséxperlencethatmﬁ'ieallttledevll springupin
himwhen it wasfinished. He k.qazv-tl:] ~on theway out of church
hewas expected to glve'[he chit T'EW coinsto put inthe col-
lection box. He also knew-that théyknqn:t"and expected it, but
in any case something matlg h| m pE&éhdl_t_h&- he had forgotten
what he ought to do. - : -
9 ST "-.
But of course Agnes had been waphl ng hlm"%:'nd vvas al over
him straight away. "
" "y ":" ':."'

- The money, she whispered almost sdﬂndlessly._ﬂack ax._.hlm
between the other churchgoers. * i

.- b L ..
When he still pretended that he didn't unddistand hat shei
meant, the pitch of her voice rose noticeably. ™% R ILRR

. Ly

- The money for the children, they must have it now'she almost
hissed, while those standing near discreetly made ro0m so that
the message could be delivered.



Ashetill asif hedidnt understand, he saw that she began
to searclyiFTher hag with angry, demonstative movements, while
an omifdbu tafb.'Qld_ of threats of bad moods surrounded her. At
thét monént & kriw that he couldn’t be bothered to have a
fightyyith helg':.' It
Quickly:h_e_felt fhlhi%'«':'ééf ‘bocket for the change which, natural-
ly, he had jayt ther'e:', or thafspurpose before he left home and
offered it to'tfie childref Whil& the people moved even more to
one side. He Whisper&}.disereetly that the money was for the
collection box, aftd the cFildren nodded in agreement and were
naturally not the I'gast bit surprisechikhey didn’t thank him for
the money either becauise it wa.?:éi-'for' emselves and therefore
there was nothing to say.thank’ygu fF* They put the money into
the shiny brass box neai:the en"f'r'anc__e,:_:'iljd looked back for
approval, and naturally réqeived spitfé& of Eeknowledgement
from the whole family. b :Eiz.'_ Y
S

Thesight of Agnes’ attack of anget-had maqlgh'?.l% |age heart. For
the rest of Christmas he would, on the quiét, be saiisijed with
studying the strange drama he was in'xfc_)lved 1-h':.__. e¥dn’t got
the energy for more hopeless attempts te'zhange itg.e';'ourse.__;l' his
was the last time he had tried to stop the sﬁ_?m .- ; ;-:'.5"-

. e o
Even Christmas Eve at Agnethe’s and Alex’ s\ias, as"a!.ways, i
terribly strained event. Agnethe’s parents-in-law, Albert.aid ™
Alma, were also there, and the mere presence of the _comp‘éti ng
teams of grandparents made Agnes stiff and inhi bl'fed_ and she



swung unforeseeably forwards and back between inhibited hap-
piness and perrly concealed dissatisfaction, especially with her
own rol_g.th'tﬁe_g_erformance.
. S
THe heigh -oaf :@'E?'éni ng wasthe orgy of presentsaround the lit
Chrigmas tre&folloying a hasty Christmas dinner. The high-
light of .highligjht.T wk.place when Allan and Alice unwrapped
their préSents from glgeir parents whilst silence descended, close
and heavy, -Everyo;fi,e kn:ev,»iﬁ."t-l;]_at in this situation it would take
only asingl&rash remai¥ tb._.cfe_fla;e an embarrassing atmosphere,
or even open confront&tion:
-'. " -.-I
Alice sbig prize:tf‘ri,s time was an&y harness in thick, black
leather for her horse,'%perboy..:-v'\iﬁi"ph Jecultivated withall the
shameless, undisguiseg erotitxaf prg*puberty. Jubilantly she
threw her arms round her-parents*fieckszii,drowned them in a
flood of kisses and exaggereted prargéiand-shanks both from
herself and Superboy, asif th&y had giggrrher agomplete bridal
outfit for her imminent wedding-to the hero of @-.greams.
PR
At that moment Grandmother Al m'a}l._qokeél'a(;roI afim shyly
and gave him a cauttious, searching smite. He Rivegi/ that she was
utterly opposed to the yearly gift orgy;;and he k#@w that.she
knew that he felt the same. For a momeFk he félt te_mﬁed to
show that hewas on her side, but herestrai n"ed:hi msél'ﬁ'-_[n agrees.

ment with his decision just to play his part{l the Ctisistmags:

show dutifully and with discipline, he was contefit with a.ppH*
committal smile. 5 -

But things went wrong a moment later in any case. Onlike his
sister, Allan had sunk into the speechless self-consciousness of

-
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aten-year old over a new advanced colour laser printer for his
computer, just sat there paralysed with joy with the elec-
tronic waptier ue.front of him.
- ‘:-.l.
Uﬁtll his g"iar@_héthér Almaremarked dryly:
@'Qe coulctat Ieast-wy thank you.

The remark madé hl:ﬂ1 ‘Site ingti nctively, only dightly, and he
even av0|ded |00kl-;b over er But Agnes had noticed it, and
her express!-pn left no at she both disapproved of her
grandmother CoJIeagL'iE.__s p'(-jo;'ly concealed criticism of their
mutual grandchlld and, most of all, him supporting it. Without
relaxing her touchtpg sympathy fqr-.tﬁe children’s happiness for

amoment, the side of: her that to him darkened and
sent waves of pure an unr@e?\@d hﬁfed of his behaviour over
to him. - _: 22

-&

The children, of course, notlcé_d nothl'r: Arlce spent most of the
evening on her father’s knee wjth Sup"erboy her harness
gliding sensually forwards and baqkwards.ﬁ%lesﬁy through
her hands while she radiated shamgless, Joyous exfectation.
And Allan sat all evening in front of his com'p ér'\ﬁith bliss
radiating from his face while he producéd gory sr;ﬁ.énce figrion
drawings from the science fiction -and hdhor cal’tbons-f'ﬂraw-
ing programme which he'd also received. #;fter tHg the NeVY.
colour laser printer squirted them out, twistegand tutired and'.i_
viewed from every possible angle, in every pogsible enl gege ™
ment and in the most brilliant print quality that ﬂ_Te computer
market could possibly present. L,



Of course they observed all the countless rituals of Christmas
Eve, both | and small, as if everything was total bliss. The
most unLﬁnporI..ant subjects which didn’t involve personal
paints- Bf- V@_were discussed, Christmas port was sipped from
vey smaffg38stsand sweets and home-made chocolates,
which Agnettit- Wasj_gudly complimented on repeatedly, were
eaten: :Also eaten ei yit and figsand dates and various kinds
of nuts Vyhlch were rscréétly and extremely carefully cracked
with the nutcracker-:hl dd he hollow of the hand so that nei-
ther the soUnd nor the__ Iée'ould disturb the well regulated
Christmas spi r‘It -._-.__

But all that was pU]‘Q routl ne. ThQG{éﬁ]l ng was ruined, not offi-
cialy, of course, but galder th rfap 210N the stroke of eleven
thirty Agnes announc _that itVeas aEaZSUt time to go home “ after
such awonderful evening®.as she"ivut |t,=ﬁng‘hethe naturally tried
to play the part of the one Who tried #'Miakéthe guests stay for
alittle longer, but no-one wasiin any @bt that 4,gnes was seri-
ous. They were going home. Ch[lstm% Evewék_ ver. Ruined
and over. =,

Shedidn’t utter asingle word on thevilhy homayg _sf_'.éwas out
of the car beforeit stopped moving in theZarport. he game
in and was going to set the burglar alarm'i‘-rom erﬂpt h&use to
outdoor surveillance she had already gone w:thout ing saig
goodnight, and when he went into the bedroom to un she.!_._
appeared to be sleeping. = _.r._-.:-.- s
On Christmas Day she went round the house with an‘expression

of constant suffering and consistently excluded him*from the
slightest and most ordinary things. Now and then she made



small half strangled noises of pain, asif to demonstrate that what
she was byggwith was a terrible burden and something he
should izgfediately jump to and help her with. But he knew that
if he tried tg;ﬁl_ Qr to help - and actually there was nothing she
wapted nire. *hé't"feactl on would be silent and ice-cold rejec-
tiork. “With ha?:d resphijte movements she would continue her
work &5 if the renﬁ*u_qd ﬁwareneﬁs of his existence could fill her
with Iofs.ot new: ‘énergy. He should feel unwanted and
homeless m hIS o hom,.e."s,(_? that it would be hers and hers
alone. _.__-.:---._. .

Every time she télked olr-T-"lhe tel ephone and she did so three or
four times during thecourse of theday.., al her despondency dis-
appeared as if by mag!_c She @ﬂ.’ghteﬁgd up and demonstrated
loudly that she lived in gmuch’ ma"world when shewasfree
of him. But the moment she put th Tecguﬂ'-down all happiness
was switched off and her whole magef .l_a_.ec%ne suffering and
tragic as before. __:“ :E,'_-. .:-.::_-

Of course he knew what it was aff about. Iﬁrﬁ'uhe should show
that he was ready to surrender uncond1t|onailly T @g:n_eve this
he should grovel and be humble never mind Q\@- ong she
ignored and humiliated him. When shé'at Iast rcam her
demonstrative loathing for him, she Woiﬂd firde hold &%ong
moral sermon full of violent reproaches and. gived riptiof

of all the suffering his behaviour had causegl:her. asn t'.i_
allowed to protest or even comment on this speect], Here hgages™ =
only allowed to listen remorsefully and look devatated. +

Only after this would the time come where he must gl'\'/'e her the
great ritual apology. It should be unconditional and it should be

10



accompanied by a stream of self-reproach and remorseful con-
fessions of figw illoyally and cruelly he had behaved. If he went
slightly.astay fram pure and total submission she would return
to.a sta‘[eqfa- iJmmediately and make the price of his future

sutr_ender"&/eif:hi'gh'ér.
= e

But tll;'i'ﬁ ti me-ﬁ(? vy.&:ﬂ':d_:_qot give in. He hadn’t provoked and he

hadn't Wanted ahy gjsagréements. If she wanted trouble, then

she could have tro;;l_bl e. I—l_.e."i-{a_\l ked to her when it was natural

without waitnag for ag.ﬁiéua_/_érﬁt_\ough, and, all considered, act-

ed as though éverythiriig.was beautiful and good and quite nor-

mal. Thistime sF&woul cHit be the one who was triumphed. This

timeit was hisintégtion not to givesfyntil he could be triumph.
E WL

They were at their sor!f:'_Agnar;': % ati?q"a"aughter-in-laN, ANNE’s,

that evening. That was alsg.one oﬁﬁ'éfi@ﬁtual sof Christmas,

but it was always more relaxed thanhiistrhes Eve. First and

foremost the orgy of presents'was ovee,so'that & least couldn't

stir the emotions and cause suggen quarrels. t from that,

Agnar’s and Anne’s children wége much gihifer than Alex’s

and Agnethe’s and couldn’t yet add fheir own indiyighial contri-

bution to conflicts. iF ks __l;'_:-"'

Finally, Agnar’s parents-in-law were botﬁ"élegd an'&lhac_i@é"n for

several years, so there were no competiﬁg.grand ents fox

Agnesto fight with for the children’s attention.»She ditja"t neegk;

to restrain herself and therefore didn’t do so, angl,five-yeai-pld ™ ™

Annita and three-year-old Annika let themselvesgirown Bnre-

sistingly in her unrestrained love without protesting.:,

11



Not for asingle moment did sheforget to carry on her battlewith
him, and heL.:t,error tacticsin the middle of all the Christmas fes-
tivities wele just as surprising as they were simple and discreet.
She sinfly, gikhy)qt look at him, she did not talk to him and when
hei-said SSMEERING: which he naturally did throughout the
evening, shegi:gnoresj_—_i;t completely. He laughed and enjoyed
himselt, and | th&fime took part in the conversations eagerly
and beRaved as' I‘js)!tlhlh'g had happened. Not for a moment
should she, IQe_ a Iovu}d to Itﬂ'-h&_that victory was within reach.
e e
So she suddertly. escal‘ékqd:'{he.ferror and made it less discreet.
She began sendirig him tHdisguised angry looks and wove sharp
and unpleasant asftles to him in thesiddle of the conversation.
She pulled facesfull G, displ "é'iand;.-_scorn every timehesaid
something, and she tossed her” ' turned her back directly
on him when he didn’t lef-it get ":I'ﬁ"do,\_/\_:[i.":-_
Ca T s
In return he was satisfied wittkgmilingrig her anelj aughing at her
wicked little remarks when he'gign’t attually er in amild
cheerful tone so that Agnar and Afine woulglgéf theimpression
that he was trying to save the evening from de\{gj_o_pi:qg into a
compl ete catastrophe. ': "-'-"%_: o
"t . ':u-l L
And even so he was completely taken by surpristhy :I'.ref"flnal,
desperate countermove for some time she 'ﬁad been’ 'Eing ona
cushion on the floor under the pretext that shegswas stifl- just as:.::'._
preoccupied with the grandchildren, even thoughfor some.sighe” =
they had shown that they were not satisfied with:their gfand-
mother”slack of attention and this had made her evertmore hec-
tic and irritable. -

12



Suddenly she stood up and looked around her, bewildered.
-Thism esf_mefeel sick, I haveto go home, now, at once, she
announceﬂ'm a,'as tearful voice with eyesfull of panic, and madeit
logk asTf on the point of faintin
O Slm{:_ o p Q.
Anhé._stood uEhmme;j_tately and put her arm around her mother-
in-law end asked d'qmag:]erately if shewasill, but Agnes freed
herself '\z\uth a p'rucw"l 00k and was already getting ready to
leave. '.:' . . ..:.I-::'I .-l'-.
- | really don t' know v(ibqt |'s-happen|ng, I must go home, thank
you for having u's thanks to both of you, she said and sent a
fleeting, tearful sn’u'le to her son andﬁaughter in-law.
-'-'_'- '.'l_
PR T
Then she also smiled bravely ér!:d tigtcally down at her grand-
children, who remained sitting Srfent agui:a]lnazed on the floor,
and rushed out into the hal ' keady toiﬁveﬁrﬁ'ie sconsideration
for Agnes continued until the§' Dad gone._out of the door, but nei-
ther Anne nor Agnar revealed Awhat they Wer_%.ii‘nkmg, and
everyone, as far as possible, avol deql Iookn_)g' other

On the way home Agnes was sil enf:arjd inﬂsié%]- \'(IQ,?"but had
remarkably little difficulty in keeping e tears ingheck which

had otherwise been so closeto overpowerifig her vihen :th'% took
their leave. Not unexpectedly, she moved out. pf the)¢droom as
soon as they came home and moved into the guest rgem, bufix,
there was no sign of surrender. He knew very wejl that she-hdd ™
only changed the battlefield to get rid of onlookers:. +

Before he went to bed he took a last look at the roai from the
window inthe hall. It seemed to be empty and peaceful out there

13



just then, but, as usual, he couldn’t see if there was something
happening oyEr on the other side of the road out of range of the
street lights- 5Qto be on the safe side, he left the two halogen
lamps 6h tw _ade lit so that the front garden and the drive
Werellt aH"-nl@:[ e
e e

Agn&eqontl nuied. iné'yuarl with undiminished strength on Boxing
Day. Leckily they nggrer did anything on that day. It would have
been compl-etely |m'})oss bl_.e."ﬁq_ be with others. She was cooped
up in the gl}est room aﬁ&-'s_tljddlenly didn"t seem to be worried
about anythinyg conce’ﬁ‘c-.l,_ng'Chrlstmastradltlons A couple of
times during the Course dfithe day he heard her moving about in
the kitchen, but hé'phdn t go out thei_e-.He also heard her talking
on the “phone severd,fimes, bgthe_d@n t know to whom she
was talking. She talkeg so qilrgtly:tﬁat he couldn’t catch the

words through the closecki cloor _: -

. T
Undaunted she continued the Q\_;ar in tFﬂ;Qays bewyeen Christmas
and New Y ear. He neither saw nor hear'd her hegot upin

the morning, and, as arule, whenfie came m'ﬁ'i imrthe evening
he just managed to hear the door to the_guest room g closed.
However she had begun to put food Qe for hit: 1__. r@"'evenl ng.
His place was set at the table in the dini n'g:alcove igFhe kitghen,

and the food was on the cooker like a corﬁmand ahd he.ﬁ‘ad
choice than to obey. e ':-.::_ -._
When he had eaten he watched television, but |t_pecame mp're :
and more difficult for him to concentrate on what Hewas watch-

ing, and at the same time the sound hindered him i'n.h_eari ng if

14



she was talking to someone on the telephone. Once he thought

that he couJ_eI:-hear her crying in the guest room, but when he

sneaked ot énq.J_jstened at the door there was complete silence.
- [

. -

Whpn he’f'Fi'lEa[ﬁzr"s'\'/vh'fched the television off in order to go to bed
he fe}f that helvas CQ@pI etely alone in the world. The only sign
of life ground hinpfexe the small red light diodes up under the
ceiling 4yhich wé‘htqf and on when he went through the differ-
ent dlarm zapesin té"_ne hou "I_tlewar couldn’t continuefor ever.
Agnes must-pe forced {(}'éq_(.)f/v-_lv_vhat she wanted. So it must be
kill or cure.  * T,

-'. " -.-I
Asusual on New Y-gar's Evethey weigoing to abig get-togeth-
er at Agathe’sand Afigress | i&'rie ghbourhood. But even lat-
er onin the day he had ne.ideatfrAgrig3had thought about going
at al, and if she didn’t want to d'é'é'ny_\_r\_cl_:iéte he would have to
stay at home too. First whegs | ate insfh¥ fgeifioon she fetched a
dress, which she apparantly {yas gofag,to’weary from the bed-
room, he realised what she wanted to do. But e same time
he saw that she she wasn't radiaiffig her use&*fighting spirit or
coldness but only grey gloom, and siiddenly it was vary clear to
him that maybe she didn’t have the engegy to J¥ia With the war.
The question then was how would the ély:[_ender take pl ac:s_?
She appeared grey and careworn all the 'éw'zening' i spreagl
dejection around her at the party, and many mganingful Iooks.'i:-._
were passed in the corners when peopl e thought tjat no-ongamss™
looking. She sat lost in a corner for long periods While mdst of
the other people made a noise and laughed just besitig her. Her

15



unhappy appearance seemed to frighten people away. It was
quite clear tiat she was finished. He would be able to make
peace Wl.th"her ,g_wte easily if he just chose the right moment.
- ‘:-.l.

Tﬂat momnt’éhh@When it was twelve o"clock. At the same
moFﬁQnt asthécl ock j-_ml shed striking he came from behind and
stood- bfﬂ de her I.aL hisarm on her shoulder and gave it a
little salieeze, néfth% spec'rally loving nor comforting, only for-
giving and-t_ol erani;_and thé-@_ffect did not fail to appear. She
|mmed|atelyput her ar:_jcl-ér-p.dng hiswaist and surrendered. She
hung on to hih.so th'él-._he'éould hardly move, and when he
squinted down af" 'her he ®ould see that she aso had tearsin her

€yes. . ':_ - 'l.'l'-.
S5
Now the only thing thar_mattet’@.was'to tread carefully.

2
o

- Shouldn’t we go home’> he Wh|spek;éjl igs §'jon as the solemn

wishing each other a Happy N_ew Yea:;\g\_/anlnlslq_ed

She nodded eagerly without Iookl ng up, adﬂ"'\-;\'nthbut anyone
noticing it, they vanished out of the] room. i,
: "-'l ol ':."'

They didn’t look at each other while thidy rummag',éd for,their
coats in the hall, and they didn"t speak to éach othér onﬂﬁ'é way
home. But he held his arm loosely around hr-_!r shoutger during
the four-five minutesit took them to walk homeé,to sh that he‘.i_
wasn’t one to hold a grudge, and as soon as they;got home.ghe ™ "~
moved back into the double bed again. She hurri ed_f.qrwar& and
backwards between the guest room and the bedrooky with her
bedclothes and her things, and it didn’t take her very long to be

16



finished in the bathroom. He, on the other hand, took plenty of
time, and wlen he came in again she had turned off the bedside
lamp aswélT ar].t:“lseemed to be asleep.

':-. L.
B'G_t he haﬁ'orﬂ' J'tﬁ"managed to lie down and turn off the light
befGr’Q she me'ized ovgf -and snuggled up to him.

-We'll hever be hke@lsté' each other again, will we? she whis-
peredin th,e.,dark W '-.."-.
S
He remai ned Iyl ng on'hl.§ Bd6k 'and contented himself by being
abit stiff and unépproachhbl e
Even the slightef movement uni_ci‘-be regarded as aregjection
and trigger off a new: \_1_\_/ear| ng._y:var- and:_@e couldn’t be bothered
with more trouble. He Vasn’t é)?’l sufé what she was up to. She
had one arm over him on top of tﬁe-duxéei:ﬂqd he could feel her

breath just beside one of hlsears B i, "y

y
- Shouldn’t we promise each other that’? she COL;-:tI-wed
- Yes, let’s do that, he answered flnail'ly "‘""':."'

Suddenly she put her arm under the duv.bt and l:')-"eqan 0 Garess
his shoulder, nothing special, just afew C'areful quch&"‘but it
felt asif she offended every singlefibrein hi's: -body H’_§he stars.
ed to touch himin other places and simply set the scenelfer Makyas,
ing love, it would end in atotal catastrophe. HeWgjuldn't beghle” =
to handle anything of that kind just at the moment?:._ +

- They have been some awful days, she whispered after awnhile,
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He nodded silently and hoped that she she would understand
that they ha@-heen some awful days for him too.

Then sUdd .'$he was leaning on one elbow and holding his
head wﬂh"éoﬂi:hé'\n"d’s gently of course, but it felt as if she was
holdi'm_g him |-|:'1‘.'aV|ce,-ﬂ1d he could feel that she was right on top
of him: now I"' T,
-It was so.la_eautﬁdTi_wheW got the better of yourself, she
whispered down towar.q.s

At that very md'r_nent sll-ﬁ-'a kissed him but continued holding his
head with both hahgs, - _:.:-i':._

o
- Therefore everything tsforgiven, 8 added hardly letting her
lips leave his, and then shé.kissec'f:him @g_al'r:!
Ci ::-':.‘-'"' " "

But it wasall too late. When she finalfyalay dowrbeside him she
kept her arm over him under the duvet®as if sh afraid that
he would escape, and now she ailso capturq;f:Hi hand and
put hers on top of it.

Ll ?
- Happy New Year Aksel, she whlspered.f[ust be3|o:§!h|s e
It sounded like the slamming of a cell door. ":'..:::.I -.__.
- The same to you, he answered. -f'::::.. N _3._;-_! ¥
- And thanks, she added.

A moment later she slept.
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